
Art: Lifecycle Stop-motion 
This art project will link to the following Big Question for this half term: 

What happens in spring? How do animals change as they grow?  

  

 

 

  

 

Key Vocabulary 

cut To pierce, slice or open with a sharp tool 

join To put, bring or fix together 

materials What objects are made from 

texture The feel or look of a surface, e.g. rough, smooth 

coil To wind into circles 

overlap To cover or go over part of 

tessellate Repeating a pattern in which the shapes fit together exactly 

edit To correct, cut out, add to or change  

mosaic A picture or design made with many small coloured pieces 

montage Putting, or superimposing, images into a photograph or film 

life cycle The sequence of changes a living thing goes through as it grows 

Stop-motion A film that is made up of a sequence of still photographs. Once these 

are replayed at speed, the characters appear to be moving (animated). 

collage Artwork in which different kinds of materials are glued onto a surface 

to make a picture. 

foreground Part of a picture that appears to be nearer the person looking at it. 

background Part of a picture that appears to be further away from the person 

looking at it. 

Objects that are in the 

foreground of the picture 

are drawn, painted or 

made bigger than objects 

that are in the 

background of the 

picture.  

From the perspective of 

the person looking at the 

picture, the reeds in front 

look bigger because they 

are closer, and the trees 

at the back look smaller 

because they are further 

away in the distance.  

 

 

In a tessellating pattern, shapes fit together exactly without any 

gaps. In some tessellating patterns, the same shape is repeated. 

In others, several different shapes are slotted together. 

Tessellating shapes appear in nature, for example, the hexagonal 

pattern within a honeycomb. The artist MC Escher (1898-1972) 

used tessellating patterns of animals within his artwork.  

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

The colour of digital photographs can be edited. The tone can also be edited, with the shadows 

becoming darker or lighter. Editing the colour and tone digitally can change the mood of the 

photograph.  

 

In a collage, materials can be selected and combined to represent 

real life objects. Materials may be chosen for their colour (the green 

leaf for the green frog), shape (round balls for the egg) or texture 

(thin, crinkly tissue paper for the leaf). Materials may also be chosen 

for their properties, for example, flexible pipe-cleaners can be bent 

into different lines and shapes.  

Primary colours can be mixed to make secondary colours. This 

may be achieved by mixed paint or blending pastels. It can also 

be achieved by overlapping coloured tissue paper, where the 

colour underneath will show through the one above.   

 

 


